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LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

After mastering the contents of this lecture, the student should be able to: 

1. Define the terminologies. 

2. Describe the Educational Preparation for Nursing Practice 

3. Explain the Practical and Vocational Nursing Education 

4. Describe the Graduate Education in Nursing 

5. List the Methods of Conducting Nursing Research 

6. Reporting Protection of the Rights of Human Subjects  

 

 

 

  

TERMINOLOGIES  
Applied research 

Basic research 

Continuing Education 

Informed consent 

 

 

 

 

 

 Licensed practical nurse 

Nursing research 

Qualitative research 

Quantitative research 

 

 

 

 

Registered nurse 
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 Educational Preparation for Nursing Practice 

Educational preparation for nursing practice involves several 

different types of programs that lead to licensure or the legal 

authority to practice as a nursing professional.  

Students may choose to enter a practical nursing program and 

become a licensed practical nurse (LPN), or they may enter a diploma, 

an associate degree, or a baccalaureate program to be licensed as a 

registered nurse (RN). 

Various levels of nursing education are providing programs for 

educational advancement. For example, the LPN can complete an 

associate degree and become an RN, and the RN prepared at the 

diploma or associate degree level can attain a bachelor of science in 

nursing (BSN) degree.  

There are also programs that provide RN-to-master's degrees as 

well as BSN and master's degree-to-PhD. Graduate programs in 

nursing provide masters and doctoral degrees. 

Educational preparation for the nurse has become a major issue 

in nursing. 

  

The multiple methods of preparation are: 

 1. Confusing to employers. 

2. Consumers of healthcare services, and nurses themselves. 

 

 Practical and Vocational Nursing Education 

Practical (vocational) nursing programs were established to teach 

graduates to give bedside nursing care to patients.  

Schools for practical nursing programs are located in varied 

settings, such as:  

High schools,  

Technical or vocational schools,  

Community colleges, and  

Independent agencies  
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Most programs are 1 year in length, divided into one-third classroom 

hours and two-thirds clinical laboratory hours. 

LPNs work under the direction of a physician or RN: 

 1. To give direct care to patients,  

2. Focusing on meeting healthcare needs in hospitals,  

3. Nursing homes, and  

4. Home health agencies. 

 

 Registered Nursing Education 

 

Three types of educational programs lead to licensure as an 

RN:  

(1) Diploma,  

(2) Associate degree, and  

(3) Baccalaureate programs. 

 

Table (1) summarizes the types of education for RNs 
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 Graduate Education in Nursing 

The two levels of graduate education in nursing are the master's 

and doctoral degrees.  

A master's degree prepares advanced practice nurses to 

function in educational settings, in managerial roles, as clinical 

specialists, and in various advanced practice areas.  

Nurses with doctoral degrees meet requirements for academic 

advancement and organizational management. They also are prepared 

to carry out research necessary to advance nursing theory and 

practice. 

 

Table (2) expanded educational and career roles of nursing   
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Continuing Education 

The ANA defines continuing education as those professional 

development experiences designed to enrich the nurse's contribution 

to health.  

Colleges, hospitals, voluntary agencies, and private groups offer 

formal continuing education through courses, seminars, and workshops.  

 

In-Service Education 

Many hospitals and healthcare agencies provide education and 

training for employees of their institution or organization, called in-

service education.  

This is designed to increase the knowledge and skills of the 

nursing staff. Programs may involve learning, for example, a specific 

nursing skill or how to use new equipment. 

 

 Nursing Research 

Research most simply defined means to examine carefully 

or to search again. Research as scientific inquiry is a process that 

uses observable and verifiable information (data), collected in a 

systematic manner, to describe, explain, or predict events.  

Research is conducted to validate and refine current knowledge 

or to develop new knowledge. The goals of research are to 

develop explanations (in theories) and to find solutions to problems. 

 

Nursing research, broadly defined, encompasses both 

research to improve the care of people in the clinical setting and 

also the broader study of people and the nursing profession, 

including studies of education, policy development, 

ethics, and nursing history.  
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 Methods of Conducting Nursing Research 

 

1. Quantitative Research Methods 

Quantitative research involves the concepts of basic and applied 

research.  

Basic research, sometimes called pure or laboratory research, is 

designed to generate and refine theory, and the findings are often not 

directly useful in practice.  

Applied research, also called practical research, is designed to 

directly influence or improve clinical practice. 

Definitions of important terms for quantitative research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The types of quantitative research depend on the level of current 

knowledge about a research problem. Table (3) describes the 

various types.  
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The steps of quantitative research are followed carefully, 

although they may be designed in different ways. The basic steps 

of the quantitative research process are outlined and 

described briefly in Table (4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Qualitative Research Methods 

Qualitative research is a method of research conducted to gain 

insight by discovering meanings. It is based on the belief that 

reality is based on perceptions, which differ for each person and 

change over time. The research design follows many of the same steps 

as quantitative research, but differs in that the researcher primarily 

analyzes words rather than numbers. Table (5) outlines and 

briefly describes the methods of qualitative research. 
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Protection of the Rights of Human Subjects 

Nurses play an important role: 

1. In ensuring that patient interests are not sacrificed to research 

interests.  

2. Nursing priorities include determining that the studies have met 

appropriate scientific and ethical criteria before their implementation. 

3. Protecting patient rights.  

 

Specific patient rights include: 

1. Informed consent, the patient's right to consent knowledgeably to 

participate in a study without coercion. 

2. The right to refuse to participate without jeopardizing the care. 

3. The right to confidentiality. 

4. The right to be protected from harm. 

 

 Application of Research to Practice 

 

The most common impediments to nursing research include: 

1.Restricted access to resources. 

2. Limited time to participate in research-related activities. 

3. Lack of educational preparation needed by nurses for research. 
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Unless the research findings of nurse researchers are used by 

practicing nurses to improve the quality of patient care, clinical 

nursing research is useless. 
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